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GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH CAROLINA
SESSION 2023

HOUSE BILL 284

Short Title:  Law Enforcement/Destroy Certain Firearms. (Public)

Sponsors: Representatives Morey, von Haefen, and Logan (Primary Sponsors).
For a complete list of sponsors, refer to the North Carolina General Assembly web site.

Referred to:  Rules, Calendar, and Operations of the House

March 7, 2023

ABILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES TO DESTROY
UNCLAIMED FIREARMS, FIREARMS CONFISCATED AFTER CONVICTION OF
CERTAIN OFFENSES, AND FIREARMS PURCHASED BY OR VOLUNTARILY
SURRENDERED TO THE LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY.
The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:
SECTION 1. G.S. 15-11.1(b1)(3) reads as rewritten:
"(3) By ordering the firearm turned over to be destroyed by the sheriff of the county
in which the flrearm was selzed or by h|s duly authorlzed agen%#%heﬂftreaem

beeause—ef—t%ar—d&mage—age—et*—rnediﬁe&tten— gent The sherlff shaII

maintain a record of the destruction of the firearm."
SECTION 2. G.S. 15-11.2(d)(1) reads as rewritten:

"(2) By havmg the firearm destroyed |f the firearm dee&net—haveua—legble—wmque

meelmeatren—anel—wnl not be dlsposed of pursuant to subd|V|S|on (3) of thls
subsection. The head or chief of the law enforcement agency shall maintain a
record of the destruction of the firearm."

SECTION 3. G.S. 14-269.1(4) reads as rewritten:

"(4) By ordering such weapon turned over to the sheriff of the county in which the

trlal is heId or his duly authorlzed agent to be elestreyedrliftheﬂfwea%melee&net
Weacr—damage—age—er—medmeanen— estroyed The sherlff shaII malntaln a

record of the destruction thereof."
SECTION 4. Article 2 of Chapter 15 of the General Statutes is amended by adding
a new section to read:
"8 15-11.3. Disposition of firearms received through firearm buy-back program.

(a) Definition. — For purposes of this section, the term "firearm buy-back program' means
a_program in_which firearms, ammunition, or firearms and ammunition are purchased or
voluntarily surrendered for the purpose of destruction.

(b) Requirements. — A law enforcement agency that participates in a firearm buy-back
program shall comply with all of the following requirements:

(1)  The serial number of each firearm that is purchased or surrendered to the
program is checked against any local, State, and federal records of stolen
firearms and, if it is found that the firearm is a stolen firearm, that the firearm
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is not destroyed without the written permission of the lawful owner thereof
and that if the lawful owner of the firearm does not give written permission
for the firearm to be destroyed, that the firearm is returned to its lawful owner.
If it is determined that a firearm that is purchased by or surrendered to the
firearm buy-back program is stolen, that the law enforcement agency makes
an effort to arrest the thief or any person who possessed the firearm knowing
it was stolen.

Prior to the destruction of any firearm that is purchased or surrendered, that a
written determination is made as to whether the firearm may have been used
in a crime, and that if it is determined that the firearm probably was used in a
crime, that it is retained for evidence, and if it is determined that the firearm
probably was not used in a crime, if the firearm is a rifled firearm, that a fired
bullet and fired cartridge case is retained for possible use as evidence and that
if the firearm is a smooth bore firearm, that a fired cartridge case is retained
for possible use as evidence.

Return to Lawful Owner. — Prior to returning a stolen firearm to a lawful owner, the

law enforcement agency shall determine whether or not the lawful owner is eligible to possess a

firearm under federal law. If the lawful owner of the firearm is ineligible to possess a firearm

under federal law, the law enforcement agency may destroy the firearm after compliance with

subdivision (3) of subsection (b) of this section."
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SECTION 5. This act becomes effective July 1, 2023, and applies to any firearm
found or received by a law enforcement agency on or after that date.
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