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By: Delegates Hixson, Anderson, Atterbeary, Aumann, Barve, Bromwell, Carr,
Chang, Cluster, Cullison, Dumais, Ebersole, Fennell, Fraser-Hidalgo,
Gaines, Gutierrez, Hammen, Haynes, Healey, Hettleman, Hill, C. Howard,
Jackson, Jalisi, Kaiser, Kelly, Korman, Kramer, Lam, Lierman, Luedtke,
McIntosh, A. Miller, Moon, Morales, Morhaim, Oaks, Patterson,
Pendergrass, Platt, Proctor, Reznik, B. Robinson, S. Robinson, Rosenberg,
Smith, Tarlau, Turner, Vallario, Waldstreicher, Walker, A. Washington,
M. Washington, and K. Young

Introduced and read first time: February 5, 2015

Assigned to: Rules and Executive Nominations

Committee Report: Favorable with amendments
House action: Adopted
Read second time: April 6, 2015

RESOLUTION NO.

A House Joint Resolution concerning

United States Constitution — A Democracy Amendment

g 5 - he-severalstatess to propose an amendment to the U. S Const1tut1on
that afflrms every 01tlzen S éeeeée-ﬁ% individual right to vote asnd= cee-8 ZEE
elections—n—Asmmeriea, reserves inalienable political rights to natural persons, and
authorizes regulation of campalgn contrlbutlons and elect1oneer1ng expenditures;
and generally relating to an-= cat 2 o
amendment to the U.S. Constltutlon

WHEREAS The Amerlcan people have built our representative democracy on the
principle effe : hexre that every citizen has the feeedems individual right
to vote and the guarantee that every vote cast is counted; and

WHEREAS, Elections should be free of the esrruptine influence of massise excessive
campaign spending by outside interests and fair enough that any citizen is able to run for
public office; and

EXPLANATION:
Underlining indicates amendments to bill.
Steike-eut indicates matter stricken by ame
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WHEREAS, It was the stated intention of the framers of the U.S. Constitution that
the Congress of the United States of America should be “dependent on the people alone”
(James Madison, Federalist #52, in the Federalist Papers); and

WHEREAS, The U.S. Supreme Court has removed the wall of separation between
private wealth and democratic elections by removing prohibitions against unlimited
electoral expenditures in Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission, McCutcheon v.
Federal Election Commission, and related cases; and

WHEREAS, Most prior constitutional amendments have been added to create a more
perfect union by making America more democratic, more inclusive, and more accountable
to the people; and now, therefore, be it
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RESOLVED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND, That the General

Assembly of Maryland sharply disagrees with the U.S. Supreme Court decision in Citizens
United v. Federal Elections Commission and urges the U.S. Congress to propose and send
to the states for ratification as soon as it is practicable a constitutional amendment to
reverse the decision and restore fair elections and democratic sovereignty to the states and
to the people of the United States; and be it further

RESOLVED, That certified copies of this Joint Resolution be sent by the Secretary
of State to:

(1) the Honorable Joseph R. Biden, Jr., Vice President of the United States,
President of the United States Senate, Suite S—212, United States Capitol Building,
Washington, D.C. 20510; the Honorable Orrin Hatch, President Pro Tempore of the United
States Senate, 104 Hart Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510; and the Honorable John
Boehner, Speaker of the United States House of Representatives, 1011 Longworth House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515; and

(2) the Maryland Congressional Delegation: Senators Barbara A. Mikulski
and Benjamin L. Cardin, Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510; and
Representatives Andrew P. Harris, C. A. Dutch Ruppersberger III, John P. Sarbanes,
Donna Edwards, Steny Hamilton Hoyer, John Delaney, Elijah E. Cummings, and
Christopher Van Hollen, Jr., House Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515; and

(3) the Honorable David S. Ferriero, Archivist of the United States,
National Archives and Records Administration, 709 Pennsylvania Avenue N.W.,
Washington, D.C. 20408=ax+d.
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Approved:

Speaker of the House of Delegates.

President of the Senate.





