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AN ACT proposing to create a new section of the Constitution of Kentucky to create a Kentucky Pardon Board and amend Sections 145, 150, and 240 of the Constitution of Kentucky to conform.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   IT IS PROPOSED THAT A NEW SECTION BE ADDED TO THE CONSTITUTION OF KENTUCKY TO BE NUMBERED 77A AND TO READ AS FOLLOWS:


(1)  There is hereby created the Kentucky Pardon Board consisting of seven members to be appointed as provided by the General Assembly.


(2)  The Kentucky Pardon Board may:


(a)  Grant a full pardon;


(b)  Lessen a sentence of death to a sentence of life imprisonment without possibility of parole;


(c)  Lessen a sentence of death to a sentence of life imprisonment without parole for twenty-five years; 


(d)  Lessen a sentence of death to a sentence of life imprisonment with possibility of parole;


(e)  Lessen a sentence to a term of imprisonment, other than life imprisonment, to a new lower specific term of imprisonment;


(f)  Lessen a sentence of a term of imprisonment, other than life imprisonment, to time served;


(g)  Lessen a fine from a specific amount to a lower specific amount;


(h)  Remit a fine;


(i)  Remit a forfeiture;


(j)  Restore the right of a convicted person to vote;


(k)  Restore the right of a convicted person to hold public office;


(l)  Restore the right of a convicted person to possess firearms;


(m)  Restore the right of a convicted person to possess explosives;


(n)  Order the expungement of the convicted person's criminal record; or


(o)  Order any combination of the above.


(3)  Other than the issuing source, a pardon or other action taken by the Kentucky Pardon Board shall have the same effect as if the action had been taken by the Governor.


(4)  The manner of application for relief and other matters relating to the operation of the Kentucky Pardon Board shall be specified by the General Assembly by general law.


(5)  The provisions of this section of the Constitution shall be ancillary and supplemental to the power of the Governor to grant pardons or take other actions pursuant to this Constitution and shall not affect the power of the Governor to grant pardons or take other actions pursuant to any other section of this constitution.

Section 2.   It is proposed that Section 145 of the Constitution of Kentucky be amended to read as follows:


Every citizen of the United States of the age of eighteen years who has resided in the state one year, and in the county six months, and the precinct in which he offers to vote sixty days next preceding the election, shall be a voter in said precinct and not elsewhere but the following persons are excepted and shall not have the right to vote.


1.
Persons convicted in any court of competent jurisdiction of treason, or felony, or bribery in an election, or of such high misdemeanor as the General Assembly may declare shall operate as an exclusion from the right of suffrage, but persons hereby excluded may be restored to their civil rights by executive pardon or by action of the Kentucky Pardon Board.


2.
Persons who, at the time of the election, are in confinement under the judgment of a court for some penal offense.


3.
Idiots and insane persons.

Section 3.   It is proposed that Section 150 of the Constitution of Kentucky be amended to read as follows:


Every person shall be disqualified from holding any office of trust or profit for the term for which he shall have been elected who shall be convicted of having given, or consented to the giving, offer or promise of any money or other thing of value, to procure his election, or to influence the vote of any voter at such election; and if any corporation shall, directly or indirectly, offer, promise or give, or shall authorize, directly or indirectly, any person to offer, promise or give any money or any thing of value to influence the result of any election in this State, or the vote of any voter authorized to vote therein, or who shall afterward reimburse or compensate, in any manner whatever, any person who shall have offered, promised or given any money or other thing of value to influence the result of any election or the vote of any such voter, such corporation, if organized under the laws of this Commonwealth, shall, on conviction thereof, forfeit its charter and all rights, privileges and immunities thereunder; and if chartered by another State and doing business in this State, whether by license, or upon mere sufferance, such corporation, upon conviction of either of the offenses aforesaid, shall forfeit all right to carry on any business in this State; and it shall be the duty of the General Assembly to provide for the enforcement of the provisions of this section. All persons shall be excluded from office who have been, or shall hereafter be, convicted of a felony, or of such high misdemeanor as may be prescribed by law, but such disability may be removed by pardon of the Governor or the Kentucky Pardon Board. The privilege of free suffrage shall be supported by laws regulating elections, and prohibiting, under adequate penalties, all undue influence thereon, from power, bribery, tumult or other improper practices.

Section 4.   It is proposed that Section 240 of the Constitution of Kentucky be amended to read as follows:


The Governor or the Kentucky Pardon Board shall have power, after five years from the time of the offense, to pardon any person who shall have participated in a duel as principal, second or otherwise, and to restore him to all the rights, privileges and immunities to which he was entitled before such participation. Upon presentation of such pardon the oath prescribed in Section 228 shall be varied to suit the case.

Section 5.   The language to be submitted to the voters shall be "Are you in favor of amending the Constitution of Kentucky to add a Section 77A to create a Kentucky Pardon Board to grant pardons, sentence commutations, lessen sentences and fines, restore the right of a convicted person to vote, restore the right of a convicted person to hold public office, and restore the right of a convicted person to own firearms, which would be in addition to the right of the Governor to grant pardons and commute sentences and would not affect the right of the Governor to continue to grant pardons and commute sentences?".

Section 6.   This amendment shall be submitted to the voters of the Commonwealth for their ratification or rejection at the time and in the manner provided for under Sections 256 and 257 of the Constitution and under KRS 118.415.
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